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ON TO THE GULF.

The great productive araa of the
North American continent lies walled in
by & range of mountains to tbe east, Ly
& range of mountains to the west and by
the boundary line of a sparsely settled for-
eign coantry on the north, This area
producss not only all the grains and the
meats that feed the great majority of
the people of tha United States, butiis
barvest fixes the prices of these pro-
‘ducts in every central market of the
world. All of the waters of this vast
domain comprising a dozen states, flow
to the Gulf of Mexico, and the incline of
all the country, thus embraced, is to the
ports of these southern waters. Not-
withstanding these physical conditions
the export tonnage of this ficld of the
world has been by a combination
of developments  and interests
forced over the eastern  wall
of obstruction, at an unwarranted ex-
pense, and on to Atlantic ports. Owing
to a stringency of economical conditions
the burthen of this extra expense of
transportation has come to be felt Ly the
producer and by every industrial enter-
prise of the west, but especially by thoss
of the transnussouri region, embracing
Kansas, Nebraska, the Dakotas and Col-
orado. The freizht rates of the all rail
haul of trom fifteen hundred to two
thousand miles, ncross grest rivers and
over hizh mountains, has been consum-
ing the swall margin of profits left to ihe
producer in such grievous proporiious
that the sufferers have como Lo seek a
aremedy. The first proposition which
confronled them, as it was the most ob-
vions one, was why should their pro-
duots be forced to seek such distant ports
oversuch expensive routes, with existing
ports at less than balf the dislasce? The
answer was withheld for a long time.
1t involved the dividends of ull the great
sast and west trunk lines of the couti-
nent, whoss management had combined
with the capital at their terminals to
render impossible any freizit schedule
which looked to the same rate por ton
per mile over auy north and south road
to soy Uulf port, The same through
rate must be muintained from any point
in the trans-missouri to the Gull that was
charged from the same initial points to
thetChesapeuke or the upper Atlantio
ports. ;. A partial lake rate favored the
maintainance of this mandate, avd every
north and south line which attempted to
give'anything like the same rate per ton
mils, for several classes of freight, in-
cluding flour, graln and meats, was im-
mediately boyootted and otherwise pon-
ished.

. But the exigencies brought about by
sommercial collapses and receiverships
have cleared the- atmosphere in the par-
tial destruction of trafiic combines and
freight-line trusts, and the producer and
dealer of the weet, and the buyer and
exporter of the south, mre geuting to-
gether for a definition of their rights
which, - wlien ascertained, will be en-
forcad. Kansas whoat cannot
much longer bo forced to the Missouri
viver for nspection snd tell and then
forwardoed Alabama, Georgin and
Louisiana by way of Chicago. Wichila
flour consigned to Savannah is not

South
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much longer going to be shipped
porth and enst wia New York
City and back in coastwise vessels.

Wichita meats are not going much
donger to Mobile and New Orleans and
to other southern markels by way of the
fakes, or which is the same thing, under
a system of freight charges which would
take them by such s roundabout hanl,
Wichita is no further from the Guif than
from the Laks and South Kansas wheat
and flour and meats bought and con-
signad to Galveston or other Gulf points
for export
much at Wichita to the producer as the
exporter would have to pay at Chicago.
The same rate per ton per mile from
XKansas and the transmissouri region to
the Guif as 1s only charged to Chicago
would mean millions of dollars annually

should be worth

to the farmers, 1o the packers and to the
millers of this region.

The Eacin wishes the convention of |

grain dezlers of the west and of the
buyers und exporters and board of trade
men of the south, in convention in this
city today, present success and final vic-
tory.

WELL DESERVED.

Judge Pradley did = righteous act in |

scoring the mun Thompson in good
vigorous English, It was due the digni-
ty of his court that such an exhibition
of the brutal instinet should receive ju-
dicial notice, and the pablic will endorse
every word of condemnation by the
Judge.  As a self acoused and self con-
wicted culprit Thompson is without a
peer. It is difficult to interprot Lis
motive with certainty, but it is fair to
assume that bhe sought to paliiate the
guilt of his client by making it appear
that all men we given to the same
offense, includiog himseif, In the first
place he wilfully lied in thus casting
aspersions on decent men, and in the
next place he fuiled utterly in giving
respectability to crime by acknowledg-

ing himself a criminal, On the contrary, |

there s not coe man in 1,000 whose
cheek will not burn with indignation,
that one of their species would, in this
ypublic manner, glory in his shame, 1. t
him take the execration of the court, fet
him feel the sting of every docent man's
lash and let us bhope that thers i= not

even a back door entrance for him to !

respectable society till he is famigated,
rencva'ed and regeneraled, soul, bodr
and spirit. -

Mre. Lease and Mra. (ougar are 1o
hsve a joint debate, 1t is not known
what the bone of contention will be, Lut
#t probably will be the jawbone.

about as |

DEEP WATER THE FIRS™ RuQUIBITE,

Our trade conven'ion can do nothing
more important to further its main pur-
pose than o memorinlize congress to
push the esrly compl tion of our new
harbors o the gulf. If the object ia to
be worth the time and money expended,
there is no time to lose.  If we are pay-
| ing excessive freight charges, by reason
of une thousand miles extra rail shipment,
we bave paid them long enongh. If we
are to have relief by the improvement of
our natural harbors, it cannot be dene
any too =oon, Ample appropriations
have already been mude by the govern-
ment fos the work at some points, but
there seems to be unnecessary delay n
prosecuting it to a finish. If the per

diem of overseers or superioten-
dents s, in any way, res
ponsible for this it should be

known to copgress and all parties in in-
terest, I the work is retarded by enst-
ern railway interesis the west and the
sonthshould unite in a vigorous and ag-
gressive effort to putthem down. Whas
is ours by inheritance is not to be taken
from us by any combination or influence,
however preat.  These natural outlets
are as much a part of cur wealth ana
resources 4s our new, rich soil or gener-
ous sunlight. They afford us the same
fucilities for handling goods for export
that New York harbor provides for the
eastern and middle states.

It would be an insane freak for the
farmer or the merchant of Penusylvania
or Vermont to comsign his goods to
Mobile, New Orleans or Galveston for
export. Yet that is the very thing
which our trans-missouri states are
doing every day. The ruinous rates on
the long overland haul often determine
whether certain crops will pay, or cer-
tasin mnch needed enterprises can be
made self sustaining or not,

know our rights and will stand for
them,

That the change will 1esult in build-
ing two or three great cities on the gulf
const, is no loss to the west. This will
represent, in part, the great benefit to
the south in forwarding the movement,
and the west will simply regard it as one
of the fruits of the reciprocity of effort
between the two sections. Ths Chicago
papers have already sounded the alarm.
That great western octopus spreads her
tentacles over a vast territory which is
in no wise tributary to her.” Her agents
and spies will be an active force in the
coming convention, but delegates will do
well to treat the blandishments and
overtures of all eastern interests as
simply an effort to gain time, or defeat
the objects of the couvention. It may
be a loag pull, but a strong pull and a
pull all together will bring us conven-
ient barbors, lower freights und better
prices and greater profits,

Willis Glesd's article in the Forum has
opened the eves of some eastern crities
of Kansas. The Bostou Hera'd praises
it warmly and adds: “We are inclined
to think that, with all their defects, the
inhabitants of Kaneas represent a elassof
the American people who are more to bs
depended upon than those who represent
almost any other section.

e s

It is slowly creeping in on the mind of
Coxey that the “Unknown,” the only
man who has forced discipline into tha
ranks, is & Pinkerion detective in dis-
guise, Ha has gained complete control,

—_———Ere—

The fact that the three men who sat
all through Peffer's speech last week
were asleep shows that the enstom of at-
tending church has not entirely died out
among tho United States senators,

Wichita and Emporia are the only
cities in America that show an increase
in bank clearings, for the week just
ended.—Ft, Scott Monitor,

And both are towns of reviled Kansas,

Oneof the most dangerous poisons
Enown to chemists can be made by mix-
ing equal parts of a summer evening, a
closed carriage and a Kentucky con-
gressman,

Thera is nothirg in the old proverb
about stealing people blind.  Most every-
body in Kansss can see, and we have
had a Pop administration slmost two
years,

e e e —
Russell Sage may sece a moral. He
| had to pay $25,000 for nsing & young
| man a8 n shield, and Breckioridge $15,-
000 for using a young woman as a play-
thing.

Editor McMaster's experience is suffi-
cient proof thut the stomach of the aver-
age Oklahoma aditor hasreached a point
where arsenic is like water on a duck's
back,

Corbett has gone to England, and it is
current gossip nmong part of his follow-
;om. that he has been hired by Labou-
{ chere to wipe out the house of lords.
——————— T —.

" Mrs. Frank Leslie can name ersry one
of ber former husbands, It will be re-
membered also that Napoleon could call
almost all his soldiers by name,

A Topeka man has sued Dr, Keely for
| injuring his health, It is a cruel thing
to take a Topeka man’s capacious appe-
tite for budge away from him,

Chauncey Depew has ann

presidency. It is understeod that he is
! pruclically unanimous,

| According to s Paris journal, wa are |
| glad to learn coats are now worn longer | penss of its legs. o

than ever before.  Ours is already puks-
ing into its sixth vear.

This con- |
dition is abnormal and will not last, We ]

Benjamin Harrison is the only ex-pres-
ident living. But be sheuldn’t worry,
There will be another pretty scon,

mdﬁhunym:mmh a tie-
up in Chicago.  But of course Prender-
gast is not at one end of it.

——

Crisp probably all along thought that

Reed's rule for counting a quorum was
protected by copyright

It is against the law to fiah in Kansss
this month, but the night to lie is as open
and fres as ever.

Bob Inge;aall—mds Oﬁﬂ.ﬂlli last wyear
by simply hounding BMoses, And itdid
not burt Moses.

Admirs! De Mllo has surrendered for
& few days in order to get breath fora
freeh revolt.

We eould get oon.-idf;'ab!e—m rain
and yet not be compelled to plant corn
in boats,

Nowonder Breckinridge wants a new
trisl.  The o!d one was about worn out.

Judge Bradley will now be able to
seek out some quiet spot and gag.

OELABOMA OUTLINES

A large natatorium is belng bailt at |

Enid.
Ex-Governor Hubbard of Texas, s lec-
taring in Oklshoma,
Bishop Key of the
south is io Oklaboma,
Mayor Martin of Guthris appoloted W.
H. Baxter chief of police,
The lutest dally paper in Oklahoma is
the Newkirk Evening Demoecrat.

Methodist church

| by western people this fall by simply

Poaen City last week opened a flour mill
with speech2s, a dauce and music by the
band,

Logan county elects delegates for Dennis
Fisun, The Filyun idea seems to be the
sooner the better,

Deputy Masshal Carr who had some
troubie with 'part of the Dalton gang is
going to recover,

You may have noticed that the Iast at-
tempt at robbery reported from Oklaboms
ended io the denth of the robber,

The conteat involving lnod at Seward
between Guthrie and Edmood has besa
decided in favor of Judge Garlaond,

Rev. A. Worley of Oklahoma City is
uuderstood tobe a candidate for the Dem-
ocralic nomiostion for cougress in Okla-
homa,

It is reported that the atage coach be-
tween Henoeasey nnd Otonga was beld up
lnst week and §300 takea from two pass-
engers.

The deputy marshals seem to be crest-
Iallen. Ordioarily they wonld bave man-
aged to claim some of the crediv of Har-
mon's act,

The (i, A. B. encampment at Gathrie
and the Republican territorial convention
at Oklaboma City are buoked for the same
day, May 15

Next Monday the editors of Oklahoma
meet to throw the gnantlet down to tha
Judiclary. The mesting will be beld in
Oklahoma City.

Nota paper in Oklaboma bas published
MecMaster’s apology to Judge Scott. 1In
the newspaper fraternity an injustice to
one is an iojustice to all.

Four years ago a farmer in Oklahoma
received sixty carp from Washington and
carefully tended them. He wsow has
something like 4,000 carp.

Jacob Guathrie of North Enid, who s
sald to have a great deal of influenca over
the Cherokees hus been invited to Musko-
gee by the Dawes commission,

There is no doubting it—the Oklahoma
editora are out for blood. They are not
Boing to submit their copy to the gentle-
men on the bench before they print it

Senator Wolcott the other day supported
the Rock Island railroad ns agaiost Euid
and that town would like to be ineluded
in Colorado for voting porposes for about
two years.

Something shonld ba done to allow the
newspapers of Perry und Eoid ench to ase
sert that its town is the best in the strip
and yet at the same time permit them to
tell the truth,

The Republicans of Perry are perfectly
pardonable in bolding strongly to the
opivion thut it is a great tuing to be
eiected to an office but it is a greater thing
to get the office.

SEITS OF KANSAS NEWS,

The pet of the poet, Eogenes Ware, is a
three iegged dog.

The Arkansas river is reported to be
quite moist at some polnts,

The Standard Oil company is watching
sonthern Kansas, as & kawk would watch
it

State Superiotendent Gaipes has the re-
putation of belng the most partisan man
iu the state bouss

Ed Hoch compares the goverporship of
Knosas 1o a foot ball, and then Kkicks be-
canse it has been kicked.

Bright's disense of the kidneys, a pluto.
cratic allmeur, is whas is the matter with
Jerry Stmpson, He is very sick.

There was a good deal of rain, bat the
necessity of the inveuntion of a waterproof
corafield is oot felt yes in Kansas,

As a matter of fact there areno Kansaps
in Coxey’s army. Kansans may cuss con-
gresa, but they are going to sit dowa to 11,

A fine idea of rapid transit can be gained

watching Jerry Simpson return from con-
Eress.

Two young people of Topeka are taking
their bridal toar on bicycles. Drobably

inanimate,
1
unced him- | pyte A great many people are wondering
| self us a candidate for the United States | it iv is that war with Joban J. Lagalis sod

tize best thing aboct s bicvele is that it is

In socieiy, s girl eannot make two de-

hansas politics

From the nolse it is making, 1t isfearel
the Hoch boom. in {tstralning, Is develop-
fug its chest measurement at the ex-

Goveraor Lewelling isa devotes of the
game of base ba.l. It would probably be |
an ensy thiag for the present state school |

| In soma parts of Kentucky, it is said, | tund commissiouers to stenl bases,

| there s a good deal of argument over | "'Dd the wast impress me?” sald the

| the question whether Cleveland will sign

! the verdict or not,

! - —
There is a wild, weird suspicion that
| the Hoch boom

is afraid that it cannot
| find aquorum in Kansas in favor of its
| election,

e e e e,

As yet no one Lis explained the singu-
larity of the fact that no buil dog has
become eutangled with Coxey’s line of
march.

| One of the unihickable enigmas of the
l times s the {act that Breckinridge didn's
sooner learn that Madeline could kick,

| The Populist sdmunistration of Kaneas
during the last week succeoded bra
. great effort in eluding ail bunco men,

| ball secidents.

| lnls hase

New York man, who bad beca walted over
thres counties by a Kansss cyclone, I
sbould say so. 1t carrled me by storm. ™
Taking beaders from a bicyele fsn's |
nenrly as dangerous as equestrispism. Of
tbe filteen patients in ‘thesrmy bespital
at Fort Riley, tzn are victims of riding |

Mre. Lease told & Detrois reporter nnt‘:
sho believed sbe was & woman of destiny,
“and,” adided, “as a women of destiny I
feel that 1 will one day meet a violent and
sudden death for my opinious.™

———

EVERYBODY EVERYWEERZE,

Senator Hill bas received moare than 1000 |
telegrams nud letters complimenting and |
congratulating bim upoa his speech. 1

Governor Lewelling bas the repatation |
of veigg, among oiher varieties, a baseball |
crank. od Le has a babit of gettiag off |

| cake dressings or puddings.

I ally

| Mediterranean sea,

Cleveland, Hill, Crocker, Tillman, Coch-
mu, Voorheas and Beice sre all Demo-
er:‘h. ]nlu:;dn‘lnuﬂ-plnm

same bed,

Colonel Denby, Unfted States minfater

to Chion, is so seriousiy ill that be has
grauted leave to come bome He is
on his way to America now.

Speaker Orlsp has learned that the only
faverite role the congress-
maa is the pay roll There isalways a
quorum when the psy roll is called,

Hev. Dr. Buruhnm of Spriogfield, Mass.,
has finally decided 1o sccept the flattering
call to the Pilgrim churen of St
which was recentiy extended to him.

Bishop B m, T holie,
Lincoln, Neb., who is beiog tried for war-
ious offenses by Arcobisbop Hennessey, Is
an Irishman by birth, but a German by
race,

William D, Howells says that it would
do him good to cuop wood or uiz potatoes
a conple of bours every dni. Tue reading
putiic wonld not obj=ci if he were Lo make
it tweaty-four hours

Sumuel Southey =mith of San Auntonio
bas ennsed bis fufiot son to bs mamed
Samuel Southey Sagamore Sunol =mith.
Is there no sopiety for the suppression of
cruelty to children {0 San Autonio?

Judge Booney of Portland, Me., bolds
that a woman cun make n good wife with-
ont being alle to make bread
Tuongh an nu-knended mecowpiishment,
however, it 15 a bandy one in most house-

of

| holds,

Prederick Fregoinz, s St. Louis ssxton
who Las just died, will be buriad in a grave
which be dug ejeve : years ago aud which
Lbe has Kept covered with boards and
srottud which be bas plauted flowers aud
vines.

Gen, Early, whose picturesque profanity
caased bhim to be known dariug the war as
“Lee's Bad Old Man,” was in his Ister
years, accordiug to the tistimony of a
Richmoud fried, s daily reader and
thurougl student of the Bible."’

Muajor Fitzgerald, lender of the New
Euglund wiug of the Indusirial army,
wints Lite goverument 1o glve Lim aship
to tuke his reeruits from Fall river to
Baltimore. The mouutain climbers in
Coxey's muin columua would be glad to
give ithem some of the bardships they are
experieucing,

Jim Corbett saile! for Enrope Thursday.
No otber passeuger bad such n big send-o
ns this pugilist. He was presented with o
oumber of floral picees and basket: of
champagne, and a delegation of friends,
accompanled by & band, saw him saleiy
down the barbor, Over 1,000 persoos gath-
ered at Lhe doek to wee bim off.

e ——
TROPICAL FRUITS,

From 1he St Louls Hepullic,

wiween nve and six million bunches
f bunanus are sold in this city every
yeur, and though St. Louis consumes
the bulk of these, a great deal is
shipped to points between here and
San Francisco. ‘The big warehouses
in which this fruit is stored and brought
to maturity before selling and shipping
are located along North Third street.
A ramble among these bringsout many
interesting points, not only about the
methods emploved in handling and
ripening bananas, but a deal of other
tropical fruit.

Bananas for the St. Louis market
come from points in British Honduras,
Jamaica and the islands of the south-
ern Atlantic ocean. Port Limon, Boco
del Foaro, Port Antonio, Araranca and
the Blue Fields of Nicaragua are the
greatest producers.

The bananas grow on great planta-
tions, and as they are ent are carried
on the backs and heads of natives to
the hig vessels which are engaged in
the business of transporting tropical
fruits to the United States. The fruit
is green when loaded into the hull of
the vessel, and care must be taken, not
only in loading the cargoin the vessel's
hold, but also in preventing, by the
use of ventilation, any sweating process
that would arise if the hald were al-
lowed to grow warm

In this green state the fruit intend-
ed for St. Louis and points on the Mis-
sissippi is loaded on boats or cars at
Mobile and near New Orleans. From
the landing stages where the boats ar-
rive, or from the freight shed, it it
hauled in huge express wagons to the
warehonses already mentioned, and in
front of these any Soe day when a ear-
go of banapas is being reccived the
scenes are truly interesting.

As the big trucks, loaded with their
precious freight, pull up before the
doars hundreds of Italian peddlers,
ragged urchins and mnegro women
scramble for such of the fruit as hav-
ing ripened on the bunches, may fall
to the sidewalks, and the scenes that
follow the scufile sre amusing in the
extreme.

Now that thefrit has arrived safely
at its destination it requires even more
of an outiay of watchfulness and ex-
perience to prepare it suitably for the
market. The bunches are carried te
long dark rooms where steam pipes or
gas stoves Lkeep the temperature at
different degrees of heat, varying from
fifty to seventy-five degrees Fahren-
heit. The finer formed bunches, bear
ing the larger cluss of fruit, are hung
on the botiom racks, while the smalles
sized goto the top because the heat
rises and concentrates along the cell
ings of these rooms, thereby giving
greater force to the small fruit, which
ripens more slow!y than the larger sart.

The orders that come in for bananas
usunlly state the stage of ripepess in
which the buyer desires the frait
shipped to him. The packing must be
done very carefully, as it is without
doubt the most tender of all tropical
fruits to handle

Pirst. the bunches are placed in big
paper bags and these are then dipped
into cases liped with straw or sal
as a still further protection against the
changes of tempature. Ino this packing
they are easily saipped to the most dis.
tant points in the conntry.

Aspinwall was at one time the great
ext port for the shipment of this frait
to the United States, but since the Pa-
cific Freit Transportation Co. ceased

perating their line of steamer=, this
Lusiness has falien away altogether
Oranges of every sort—navel, tanger-

e
-
B

b ]

ine and grape f{ruit—are pientifal in |

these great stock-rooms, and the sup
ply is usually drawn from Florida, al-
though California is ealled uwpon at
times. Of the Florida fruit the bLest
comes from Citra, Leesburg, Orange
Bend on the Indianriver, Tampa, Galnes
ville, Emerald island and points in
the south and southeast of the state.
Tangerines and grape fruit—kid-glove
oranges, as termed by the fruit deal-
ers—are comparatively mew in this

| market and are little known. though

in the far south the cooks use them in
delightful salads, marmalades agnd
They are
higher grade in flesh, flavor and price
than the Florida oranges, and are unsu-
packed meore carefully inm their
wooden cases. The long gray Spanish
moss that was formerly used in pack-
ing is done away with by paper. tinsel
and tissae sheets

A few lemons are receivad from the
Pacific slope, but the grester portiom
are imported from peoints aloog the
and especially

from Sielly. feceived (o bags
from Arabia and these are the coarser
sort. Finer, figs are sent from
many points in the far east and are
beautifully laid one upon snother, with
alternate layers of their own leaves,
and packed in wooden cases

Almena and Malaga in Spain faornish
the finest varieties of white grapesand
raisins. The grapes are all shipped in
balf-barrels, packed in cork dust; the
raisins in fine boxes, whose covers are
elaborately eolored lithographs of
Spanish vineyard scemes, or of dark-
eyed sons of sunny Spain making love
to some fair senorita on the shady slope
of & vine-covered hiil

Dates. alwaysin sacks made of plaited
“vegetable palm," are received from
Arabia and Turkey, and this quality
is known as the Fard date, forit is
much heavier and dorker in color than
the Goldea date which comes culy from
Persia.

EATERS OF CLAY,

from he Washingten Post.

The correspondent, who was at-
tached to a corps of engineers, geolo-
gists and naturalists who were making
a tour of investigation through the
wilderness of the Smoky mountain
region of North Carelina several years
eince, when near the watershed which
drains westward into the New river in
West Virginin and the headwaters of
the Big Sandy, was informed by resi-
dent mountaineers that about twenty
miles away there was a neighborbood
in which every resident was sald to be
a clay eater. Accompanied by Capt
Denton, & mountain guide, and a negro
servant, we crossed the range through
& narrow gap, and descended after
a ten-mile ride, upon a narrow creek,
which subdivided a little valley be-
tween two parallel mountains. Here
we struck the first cabin in & strung-
out settlement of perhaps forty or fifty
families

“Every pusson on this ver erik s a
clay-eater,” said the guide, as we ap-
proached a low-roofed. rude log cabin,
the door of which stood wide open, fae-
ing the stream. '

A tall, sallow, stoop-shouldered man
of forty or fifty stood near the door,
from which on our approach streamed
nearly a dozen bare-headed. bare-foot-
ed chiidren, ranging from two teeight-
een years of age. The man wus clad in
a coarse hempen shirt and trousers
Like the chiliren, be was bare-headed
and bare-footed.

Our guide spoke to the man, ealling
him by name, Dinker, and abruptly in-
troduced the subject of our esll

“Dinker,” said he, “they-uus hev rid
over the mount’'n jes' to see sum uv
you-uns eet clay. They-uns sez they-
uns don’t b'leev we-uns kin eet it.™

“You-uns 'lite an’ knm rite in," said
Dinker, “Morg,” turning to one of the
largest beys, “tekoff n they-uns saddl’s
an bridles an’ turn they-uns' hosses in-
ter the pasture.”

The boy took charge of the animals
and led them into a small patch of
ground fenced in with a brush fence.

We declined to enter the hounse, giv-
ing as an excuse that it was much
pleasanter under the shade of a big
tree which stood near the door. At our
request Dinker sent one of his boys, a
sallow-faced, tow-headed lud of fifteen
or sixteen, after some of the clay
which was said to be edible. The
gulde und myself accompanied him to
the creek, where he stopped in front
of 8 layer or ledge of bluish
gray clay several inches in thickness
The stuff, when taken in band and
moistened, felt pliable, soft and oily
like putty, and bors much the same
genernl appearance, The Loy earried
s handful of the elay to his father,
who, after taking ii, gave it another
wetting, then, rolling it into a ball,
began manipulating it as a painter pre-
paring putty for use. He rolled it,
pressed it out and manipulated it until
the greasy, slippery mass became soft,
pliable and tenacious. Then he
separated it into pills or boluses, from
the size of a bullet to that of an ordi-
pary marble, with two or three ns
large almost as a walout. He gave the
smaller children several of the small-
est balls or pills, and the larger ones
the balsnce, reserving to himself two
of the balls of clay.

The boys, girls and the man then
put the balls of clay .in their mouths,
when, by constant chewing and the
aid of the secrstions, they sooa econ-
verted them inte soft, mocilaginous
masses, which, with no apparent difii-
culty, they swallowed,

For fear that there might be some
sleipht-of-hand hoeus-poeus about the
affair 1 determiosd to try the clay
myself. 1 took a piece abont the size
of a bullet and put it into my mouth.
In a short time, without chewing or
manipulating it at all, T found that
the saliva had completely dissolved
the mass. Ther=s were no gritty parti-
cles apparent, but, on the contrary,
the stuff, left an oily feeling, but with-
out semblance of taste,

I didn't swollow the staff, but could
have easily done so but for the repug-
nance I naturally feit toward eating
dirt.

After the clay had all been swal-
lowed by the man and children I sald:

“Does this stoff setisfy your hunger?”

“Sartin; thet's why we-uns eet it. A
feller kin eet nuff to lax’ three ar foh
days. but this yer bunch’ll only last till
to-morry."”

“Doesn’t the stuff make you sick?
Doesn't it affect you some way when
von make what you call a meal out of
e

“Never heerd nv nobody gettin’ aick
on it, but thar's some ez say it makes
theyun weak.”

“[ioes any body else in this neighbor-
| hood eat clag?”

*'Bout all of they-uns do. We-uns
don't eet it all ov the time Weest it
when we-uns' short av grub aa’ thar's
| no game. Summeran’ fall thar's plentiy
| oy grub, an’ then we don't tech the

elay.”;
| Shortly after we left and continned
| our ascent of the creek to mnother
| eabin, a prototype of the first, even to
Fthe appearauce and pomber of the
i family. They were all laok, sadaver-
lous and Uluish looking, with dull,
| leaden eves and a paviical appearance
| of partial paraiyzation. They were

slow in movement and obtuse, and %o
wy mind appareatly mentally deficient
1 At this eabia the same questions were
ssked, and the same admiwiom made
| s w0 the custom of clay-eating, and
| the same prooess of manipulation was
goos through with is preparing thbe
staf
We tried three or four other cabinn,
and fourd a family of clay esters in
each one. and not ose sppeared
| 1o think anvihing strange or unasual
lin the custom Thex said thay ihe

| probably

el
H I

written guarantee in every case.
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habit had been inherifad from geners- mfg.lg 30" franca, "'l‘: u""’&t
tion to generntion. extending so far BRC the crmans from francs
bisck that the origin of the habit was
unknown to them. 1 found by inter~
rogation that wherever one clay eater
was found there were always others in |
the same neighborhood. They were ’ but 4 francs
]

nes
The ESwiss themseives kuow bess
| how to economize, and their paymenta
per head to the hotel would sverage
0 S franes daily.

generally found in little communities
like the one above mentioned Theex
pianation of this lay probably in es
tracism by thoss to wuom the huabit
was disgusting.

What there isin the stuff to support |
life I do not know, and, although |
have talked with many well-informe:d
persons who know of these people, not
one has yet been able to give a scien-
tifie explanation. Some well in-
formed persons believe that the elay
contains some highly-nutritive prop-
erties in condensed form, but they
were unable to give an analysis of
these supposed properties  In fact, all
of the theories, suppositions and opin-
ions, when summed up, amount to lit-
tle or nothing.

That there is some nutritive proper- |
ty in the clay referred to must be true,
from the undispnted fact that the peo-
ple who use it often go for daysat a
time without other food than that
which they dig out of the banksof
their creeks =

———
GPENDEHRS IN EUROPE

—Ex-United States Senator Waltman
T. Willey, now clerk of the county
conrt of Monongalia connty, W. Va,, is
hale and hearty, thongh he isin his
eighty-fourth year, and can be found
at sny hour of the day at his desk

—A Tanar ralnbow was soen recently
at Durham, N. (. While aslight shower
was falling the moon shoue brightly in
the east, and cuatlined agalnst a dark
. western cloud was seen a silvery bow,
very bright and clear, for some min-
utex It gradually faded with the dis
appearance of the eloud

—A scientist thinks that agriculd
ural chemistry should teach how to
make Fiorida oranges better. To this
end he is now engaged in a chemical
analysisof the different varieties grown
upon different soily, ete, fed by differ-
ent fertilizers, with the idea that he
can do for oranges what the French
men have done for paars and what the
grape growers have doge for grapes

—The difference betweenrising every
morning st six and at eight In the
course of forty years swounts W
twenty-nine thousand two hundred
hours, or three years, one hundred and
twenty-one days and sixteen hours
which are equal to eight hours a das
for exactly ten yearn So that rising
st aix will be the same as If ten year,
of life (a weighty conaideration) wers
added, wherein we may commund eight
hours every day for the cultivation of
our minds and the dispatchof businesa

—From 1855 to 1592 the net income
of the Bell Teloephone Co avallable for
dividends ranged from over 15 10 more
than 27 per cont on the nominal cap
ital. In five of the years It was over 20
per cent., and only & small part of the
capital representad other propertr than
the patent. Tha ecapital has been in-
crreased from time to time to prevent
the dividends from exceeding it It
has grown from §7,850,000 iu 1541 to
§20,000,000. The asverage amount of
capital was §11,209,035, snd the divi.
denda in fourtsen years have aggre-
gated §29,106,096  The average rate of
dividend has been 1473 per cent—N.
Y. Journal of Commerce.

—[uring The wentn century no wom
an was allowed to appesar at church
without & vail Tt muost b & real veil,
top covering and concealing the fen-
tares, in order that the prayers and
meditations of the men might not ba
distarbed by tha contemplation of fem-
inine lovelinessn There was & teadic
tion that the origin of the costom wae
in an order from a great French saint
When a young man, he met a littls girl
with festures so nobis and beautiful
that, although bLe was many years her
senlor. be immediately fell in love with
her, Lecanse she resembled s yousg
lady 1o whom he had been engaged
years before, but who died (n his arme
The man and the child separated and
be became a priest. Many years later
he saw her in the congregation, juet a:
be waa entering the pulpit to presch.
and the sight disturbed him to wuch an
extent that his sermon waa & failure,
and be crdered all the women thenoe
forth to wear veila

From the Queen.

Itis impossible to ascertuin which
oatiopality pays the largest amount |
per capita; but [ have approximate fig-
ures that give a very good idea of the
proportion of nationalities that visis
the country, and by these obtain a fair-
ly correct idea, assisted by some expe-
rience. Thess proportions vary but
slightly, though last year the Amer-
jran element was notorionsly small
About two-fifths of the eatire total ere
Germans; about one-sixth are English;
French form reguluriy about one-
eighth; Austrians, Dutch and Belgians
combined, Italy, and the United States
with Canada grouped formed about
one-sixteenth each, of the total last
year, and other nationalities in smaller
proportion.  But in 1897 the Americans
{formed one-eighth of the entire total
and will do again when money is more |
freely circulating in the states

In sctual amount of cash received
Germany cootributes the
largest, for though Germans do not al-
ways frequent the very best hotels
neither do they ever go to the worst |
England contributes the next largest |
amount and rather more per head than
Germany, though the inereasing ab~
stinence in wine drinking has greatly
reduced the English total expenditure |
of late vears

The French traveling world spends
less as & whole than the English, but
mueh more per head, a8 not only do
the French gv w the belter class
hotels and rarely to penaions, but they
invariably order wine more freely.

The American, thoagh Le is & noto-
ricus faultfinder and disputes every
jtem he can in his bill, probably often
spends double or treble the amount of
either the English or German, sod
raises the individual expanditare, as
sisted by the Russian element which
confines iael! largely to French Switz-
eriand, to the heary average rate of 15
francs before quoted. Indeed, it ls not
too much to say that the Eossians
spend probably from 80 frages to 40
franes zer dar: the Americans from 20
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POND’S EXTRACT

Have the early frosts or too late a lin- FoR
gering by the garden gate again arcused
that . RHEUMATISM 50 pracefully
slumbering the summer long? Well, if
it's very bad you must change your diet
and perhaps take some distasteful drug
—the doctor will tell you what—but first
rub thoroughly the part affficted with
POND'S EXTRACT, then wrap it
warmly with flansel, and the rheuma-
tism may wholly disappear. It will cer-
tainly be much relicved. Now that you
bave the POND'S EXTRACT try it for
any of the many things its bufl wrapper
mentions. It's a wonderful curative
Bu: doa’t accept substitutes,

POND'S EXTRACT CO4 76 Fifth Ave., M. Y.
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